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A a juſt Account of the Impriſonment and Death 
of Mr. Fohn Thempſon Miniſter of the Goſpel : 


_ Given upon the Credit of an honeſt Man. $8 


Wherein the Malicious Relation, contained in it, concerning 
his Death, 1s found Falſe and Impudent. 
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He that is firſt in his own cauſe ſeemeth juſt, but his Neighbour 
cometh and ſearcheth him. 
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ory and Lying, Vices ſo-inconſiſtent with humane So- 
Ci 


es and real Chriſtianity, are in none more vile and de- 

| teſtable than in thoſe who alone pretend an unfelgned 
Zeal for the eſtabliſhed Worſhip 3 and alſo by a Narrative, 

and that upon Oath to undeceive the Credulous and-abuſed, Twrpe 
eſt ſcriptori quem culpa redarguit ipſum, This has been the unhappy 
raQice of the late publiſher ofa little Pamphlet,entituled the Bre- 
tol-Narrative, confifting of two parts, the one a Preface, defigned 
I think to the Reader, the other an Epiſtle to the Biſhop of that 
Dioceſe from his correſpondent the Jayler : The latter is acknow- 
ledged to be publiſhed by his Lordſhips permiſhon, and no lels 
can be preſumed of the former; for how elſe durſt Tho. Tamkins 
(ex 4d. Lambethanis) havelicenſed both unto the Preſs? Though 
the Epiſtle it ſelf be moſt notoriouſly falſe z yet is it excceded by 
the Preface , An Epitome of ſo much Falſhood, Rancor and Im- 
pudence, that it were uncharitable to aſcribe it to any other 


| Author but ſome Iyformer or other of that City 3 | and parti- 
cularly a Parſon ] to whom Perjury and Lying have been - 


ſo familiar, and are become ſo natural, that ſhould they pub- 


liſh a true account of any Diſſenters ( unleſs they could find. 


ſomething wherewith to aſperſe him of which they are yet to 
ſeek, ) fuch an Account would have been thought a Prodi- 
dy. The dcſign of that Paper is not only ſpightful and mali- 
cious, but barbarous alſo and inhumane, The former by 
cating a Reproach on Diſſenters in general, as perſons ated by 
a turbulent ſpirit of Phanaticiſm, who will by all means ( right or 
wrong ) endeavour to promote their intereſt, make Forgery and 
Lies their principal-SanQuary, ſtick not to load others with Re- 
proaches that themſelves may appear innocent, and work people 
into an ill-opinion of their Governours 3 Crimes not leſs impu- 
dently charged upon them, than juſtly to be abominared , and 
whereof their Enemies are enforced to accuſe them that they 
may thereby excuſe theirown urchriftian carriages towards them, 

The latter by raking into and polluting the athes of the Dead, 
for which mankind has ever had ſome kind of Veneratiop 3 ( de. 
mortuis nil nifi bounm * and into Mr, Thompſons, who was a Mir- 
rour of Sobriety and Moderation, a Chriſtian, a Divine, a Schclar, 
and of Eminency in all whoſe ſearching icrious, ſolid preaching 


proclaimed his worth, and whoſe prudent and pious converſa- 
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tion did commend and crown his Preaching, on whom the mot 
invenom*d Tongue [ garyCouiry vad The grivens ] were be 
able to faften a ders his memory will be bleffed whenhe 
name of the wicked Rot : Yet this man thus qualified, they have 
not only vilified and abuſed when living, but barbarouſly tra- 
duced when in his Grave 3 charging his death, Partly on his own 
Exceſs and Intemperance 3 That be had ſcarce any intermiſſion from 
Eating and Drinking until he had by a Smrfeit made himſelf unca- 
pable of thoſe pleaſures to which be bad been accnſtomed : (They are 
the words of the Preface,and dreadfully falſe and malicious, which 
to relate is to refute, and enough to render the bold Prefacer to 
be loathed and abhorr*d, by all who had any knowledg of that 
Excellent Perſon,and of his Exemplary Abſtinence and Sobricty.) 
Partly on the indiſcreet conduct of thoſe who were employ'd a- 
bout him, or any thing to' excuſe the noiſomneſs of the Priſon, 
and the ſeverity uſed jn not ſuffering him to be removed in or- 
der tohis Recovery. This is charged in the Jaylers Letter, who 
is a ſingle witneſs and very incompetent in any thing that relates 
to this Caſe, being himſelf a Party, and chargeable with the Pri- 
foners death, ſhould it appear he periſhed by iNl-uſage. Further, 
to wipe off theſe and other Reproaches, it has been judged expe- 
dient that a Reply be returned, and that by giving a brief and 
impartial Account ( having only glanc'd at the ett of his life ) 
of the Apprehending, Impriſonment and Death of this worthy 
Man 3 which being done, let the World judg of the Integrity of 
that Narrative,” and of the real cauſe of his untimely End. 


| have abode among themzbut heapprehending his Callto be clear,. 
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M* Fohn Thompſon Son to that Reverend and painful ſervant 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Hugh Thompſon ſometimes Minifter in 
Dorcbefter, and afterwards in the Iſle. of Wight, was born in 
Dorchefter: On whom, his parents werSpleaſed to beſtow a Li- 
beral education, firſt training him up at Schoo), under the inſtruc- 
tions of that Jearned School- maſter, Mr. Hallet of Bridport in the 
County of Dorſet, afterwards in the Univerſity of Oxford, where 
after ſome time he became Student of Chriſt-Church, in which 
place he approved himſelf equal to moſt of his own ſtanding 3 
being well efteemed for his Vertue and Learning, by. the moſt 
judicious contemporaries of his acquaintance. When he had ſpent 
about 9 years in Oxford ( being a Maſter of Arts ) the Govern- 
ment of the Church returning again to Epiſcopacy, and confor- 


mity ſtrictly required of all that would hold any Univerſity-pre- 


ferments, it gave him occaſion to ſtudy the points then in contro- 
verſy ; this he did impartially ( being loth to loſe his Fellow- 
ſhip ) both by ſtudying ſuch books as might afford him, light in 
thoſe matters, as alſo by *converfing fuch men as had ſtudied 


them moſt conſcientiouſly ; But after all his endeavours being un- 


ſatished in his judgment, and not able ( ſulva conſcientia) to- 
yield the Conformity required, quitted his place, and therewith. 


- the Univerſity 3 returned to Dorchefter, the place of his Nativity, - 


where he continued diligently imploying himſclf in the ſtudy 
of Divinity 3 frequently Preaching to a Congregation, whereot: 
the reverend and learned Servant cf Chriſt, Mr. William Bey was 
Paſtor 3 ( to whom he joyned himſelf in affinity by the Marriage 
of his Daughter ) among which people he obtained great accep-: 
tance, and approbation as to his Miniſterial qualifications , be- 
ing no leſs eftcemed by ſuch judicious Miuifters as were acquaint- 
ed with him; by whoſe recommendation *was that a Congre- 
gation in Briftol ( commonly aſſembling themſelves in the Cattle) 
gave him an invitation to that City, in order to the Exerciſe of 
his Miniſtry. This their defign they hardly effected, by reaſon of 
the loathneſs of that people in Dorcheſter ( among whom he had: 
long laboured) to quit their intereft in him 3 and therefore to 
encourage him-offered no fmall outward advantages, would he 
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in ccnſcierce of duty to God {( waving all outward confiderati. 
ors, ) trmovcs himſelf and family to Briſtol, whithes he came 
about the ycar 1670, where ever fince he laid out himſelf to the 
utmoſt in the difcharge of his - Miniſterial work , Preaching 
thrice a week {ſo that he had not much time for pleaſures as the 
Pamphlet doth infinuatez except they mean , that Preaching 
which was doing h@ Fathers work was his pleaſure ] The 
Lord was pleaſed wonderfully to ſucceed his labours in the Con- 
verſion of ſome,and Edification of others; ſo that very many will 
havecauſe for ever: to praiſe the Lord for his coming to Briftol : 
Indeed Ged had given him a ſpecial dexterity rightly to divide 
the word of truth; He made it his buſineſs to feed the flock of 
God over which the Holy Ghoſt had made him overſeer ; not 
with the Chafly inventions of his own brain, but with the whole. 
ſome truths of the Goſpel, the Savour whereof he himſelf had 
taſted: He 'knew right well how to give each one his Portion; 
Gcd pave hima great place in the hearts of all his people : Yea 
his converſation was ſo holy, harmleſs, and unblameable that the 
worſt of his adverſaries had not whereof to accuſe him ( in his 
life- time )) ſave in the matters of his God 3 he was more eſpecially 
ric, and eminent in the exerciſe of Temperance z contenting 
himſclf without eating or drinking till dinner every day, and 
therefore the Charge of intemperance faſtened on him in the Nar- 
rative-ſcems moſt injurious. He did much work in a little time, 
there being few of the greateſt and deepeſt truths of the Goſpel 
which he had not clearly, briefly,and moſt praQically unfolded,to 
the great ſatisfaCtion of his hearers. | 

| Itpleaſed God partly through the prudence, peaceableneſs, and 
moderation of the former Reverend and very learned Biſhop of 
Briſtol, and partly by the Kings Gracious Declarationand Licence 
that he paſſed the moſt part of his time in Briſtol, in the exerciſe 
of his Miniſtry, without any Moleftation 3 'even then when other 
Places were diſturbed 3 and-ſo had done probably to this day, had 
not the forward zeal of the preſent Biſhop been let looſe againſt 
him;who no ſooner was come hither, but he began to be fo liberal 
of his viſits,that with thoſe little Artifices and reſtleſs Infiigations, 
he provoked the civil Magiſtrates ( who till then had granted 
us all the Peace and Liberty we could defire_) to difiurb our 
Aſſemblies, and to put the laws in Execution againſt onr Mini- 
ſters, and particularly that of Corporations, as the probableſi Ex- 
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pedient todefiroy our Mectings, and that he might give the moft 


s effeQual aſſiſtance to this work, ſubſtitutes as many of his 
$ Clergy as he could prevail with as Informers, ( there being few 
5 others found at that time vile enoughtfor ſo baſe a work, ) to viſit 
= our Meetings, ( both upon Sabbath and week-days ) and ſwear 
8 2gainſt our Miniſters in order to their impriſonment. The Par- 


ſons imployed againtt the Caſtle-meeting whereunto Mr. Thomp- 
ſoarelated, were Mr. Heath and Godwin 3 and to ſhew how par- 
| ticular an enmity he bore againſt Mr. Thompſon, cauſed him to be 
the firſt Miniſter convicted in the City 3 upon which Convidion 
f the fine of twenty pound was inflied on him, and warrants for 
diſtreſs iſſued out, in order to the avoiding whereof, he was forced 
for ſeveral weeks before his Apprehenſion to keep faſt his doors: 
the Conſtables were often queſtioned why diſtreſs was not taken, 
who ſtill replied that his doors were always kept ſhut; this taking 
” © ill fe, the next plot was laid to ſeize his perſon 3 which 
that 1t mjght be the more effeQtually compaſſed, ſome civil and: 
military Officers beſides Esclefiafticks combine in order toit 3 and 
y upop Wedneſday the 16 of Febraary the Biſhop together with: 
four Clergy-men, viz. Mr. Williamſon, Pledwel, Heath, and his 
5 own Chaplain, two Juftices of the Peace, one Captain of the Mz-- 
litia together with ſome other military Othcers, came all together 
to the Meeting, where he 'was preaching, to apprehend him.z 


7 ſome of his hearers ( willing to have ſecured his Liberty till the 
o © 1ext Lords day when *twas judged the other Nonconforming 


Minifters would be apprehended) underftanding his danger ſhut 
4 | tbc doors' of the Meeting 3 about which together with the ſaid 
of || Officers many aſfembte , whence the diſturbance through noiſe 
and knocking being fo great that he could not proceed; was forced 
G No deſift 3 and upon the perſwaſions of divers, at another door- 
eſcaped into a houſe adjoyning to the Mecting-phice. After they 
4 I} 14d very rudely diſperſed the aſſembly, ( taking as many names 
a they would 3 and ſtill continuing their inquiry after the Mini- 
ter, a boy that-ſaw his going into the ſaid houſe, being an appren-- 
tice to a Singing-man of the Colledg, betrayed -him-into their- 
4 (nds, for which Judas received from the Biſhop a ſix-penny re-- 
ward. He is no ſooner found but a. great acclamation is made-3- 
and he: preſently carried to the Mayor's. After he came there, 
*twould be' too tedious to relate all the paſſages, which proceeded* 
bet ween the Juſtices, the Biſhop and him, how he was baited by-- 
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the. Clexgy far ſome hours. into what extravagances of paſſion 
and rage. the Biſhop brake forth divers times,as did appear by the 
bitter language: uttered, and many reviling titles put upon. Mr, 
Thompſor, {uch. as feditious Villain, faGious fellow, Sirrah, ec, 
that he dcTerved to firetch a Halter and the like ; to which he re- 
plicd ( after he had modeſily rebyked him for his unbridled pafſh. 
op, as utterly unbecoming a Goſpel-Biſhop-) Sir ( ſaid he ) Ma- 
ſer is my title by the law of- the Land ;, for I am a Maſter of Arts 
of the Univerſity of Oxford: 3 after a long argument, *tis conclud- 
ed.he muſt away to Goal, as being found in a Corporation after 
a former Convidtion,according to the Oxford-ac,unle(s he would 
take the Corporation-Oath 3 which being tender'd he ſoon refu- 
ſed, whereupon his Mzttimus is preſently made: he moved the Ju- 
ſtices that it being now late , he might be permitted to. lie at 
home that night, to which the Mayor feem'd willing; and ſpake 
to the. Biſhop about it, who in great wrath-roſe up and ſaid, Rebel, 
Dog, away to Jail with him, that” is the fitteſt place for him3 to 
whom he replied, that he feared not a-priſon, but would as wil- 
lingly go ( if ſent ) as home to bed whereupon he is forthwith 
ſent to. priſon ; during this argument ſeveral of the Parſons be- 
haved themſelves. very inſolently towards him 3 eſpecially Pledwel 
and Heath who were placed.at each hand of him, catching at his 
wards, and. jearing at him. Pledwel did often jnfinuatc his. ina- 
bility to defend his practice 3 to whom he turning himſelff{aid,Sir, 
Tolle legem & fiat Certamenzwhich he had no ſooner ſpoken but the 
Parſon. ( ſuppoſing he had now fufficient advantage againſt him) 
applics himſelf to the Biſhop,charges him with ſpeaking ſeditious 
words, repeats the words, which he thought could fignity no other 
thing, than that he, would have the laws, removed, that ſo they 
might fight it oyer again: the Biſhop was of the ſame mind, ac* 
quaints the Juſtices, with the ſeditious words 3 they challenged 
him-for it, he awned the words, and faid they were the words of -. 
Ambroſe to Valentinian the Emperor in like caſe, and therefore 
(ſaid he ). I may well ſay the ſame to Mr. Pledwel; and1I intend 
nat certame? belljcam, but all that I mean 1s, this, let but the Law 
lic by, againſt which FE muſt ſpeak,” it I plead; for my own Prac- 
ticez'and I;fear not to diſpute with him the. whole controverſy be- 
tween us: Afﬀter.they had:canvased a while the ſeditious words, 
Mr. Heller laughing at-Pledwell;ſfaid, Doſt thou not know that cer- 
tamen lignifies ſomething elſe belides hghting, and quoted a verſe 
£65 | ; out 


'T wonder you are. not aſhathed-of ſuchpailiom, k's exceedingly . 


hs: ” 
out of Virgil, die mibi quo pignore certes, and thereupon that diſpute 
ended. 292 | 

There were ſome paſſages between the Juſtices and him that 
were remarkable. | 


One of the Juſtices told him he had broken the law ; to whom 


he anſwered, Sir, I am here to ſuffer, and fo the law will be ſatisfi- 
cd; I have not broken the. Law of God in what I have done 
quoth he, and that Tam ready to maintain againft any who ſhall 


| deny.it 3 which he ſaid to try the Biſhop, whether he would take 


up the argument : but he thought fit notwithſtanding to let it a» 
lone. You were beft ſay ( ſaid the Juftice) that the Kings Laws are 
againſt the Law of God. Sir, ſaid he, I ſaid no ſuch thing,you ſay I 
have broken the Law of man,and I ſay that I have not broken the 
Law ofGod, which I till ftand by. TheJuftice anſwered in going a- 
gainſt the Law of the King you go againſt the Law ofGod, becauſe 
theLaw ofGod requires ſubjeQion to theLaw of the King.He told 
him he denied his argument 3 Scripture tells us, that we muſt 0- 
bey men only in ard for the Lord, which limitation being admit- 
ted, T ſtill afſert ( faid he) that TI have not broken the Law of 
God,though 1 have the Law of man: What's that?*che Biſhop ſteps 
up and ſaid who is that interprets Scripture ? that, Sir, do I, ſaid 
he; thou interpret Scripture,ſaid the Biſhop,it is my work(faid he) 
io todo as I am a Miniſter of Chriſt, Thou a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
faid the Biſhop! I am ( faid he) a fcriptural Biſhop and do aſſert 
itz at-which many of their party laughed; but he told them, he 
valued not their laughing, but owned what he had, faid and was 
ready to prove it, He was alſo charged by one of them, with 


his being a Thief and « Robber, as not coming in at the door 3 to 


whom he replied that. in caſe he ſearched into the true meaning 
of that Text, he would find that he came in by the door there - 
mentioned. Theſame challenged him for going about to ſet up. 
Calvcs at Dan and Bethel, and following his own fancy; to. 
which he faid, Sir, the Calf was uninſtituted Worſhip, which I do 
diſown, Tam for that worſhip only which the Word of God re- 
quires, ſo that the Caff is not mine, ler them have it'to whom it | 
belongeth. En | | 

One of the Juſtices asked him, how he c2me-to Briffol ? he told - 
him ke had his call from God ſo to do: God, faid the Biſhop, 
bring thee hither, nay the Devil brought thee hither. . Sir, faid he, 
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misbecoming you 3 I ſay, Sir, God brought me hither, and T have 
11caſon to conclude it, becauſe he hath owned me here, havin 
done good by me. All the good thou haſt done ( quoth the Bi- 
ſhop ) has been to draw people into Sedition and Rebellion, 
Sir, {aid he, God hath ( Bleſſed be his name ) made uſe of me 
to convert ſome, and to build up others, and that is good, _ 
Tice are the moſt remarkable things that paſſed at theMayors. 
Well! he is brought to New-gate that night, where he remainzd 
tn p:rtect health for the ſpace of fourteen days, as many ſcores can 
tcttify from his own mouth, ( and therefore hedid not complain 
within three days after his Commitment as in the Keepers Afi- 
davit ) for he was committed the tenth of Febrxary, and on the 
25th. of the ſame moneth grew into fome indiſpolition of Body, 
which he bore up under, that and the next day, when at night 
tinding himſclf to grow worſe, he ſent tor Dr. Chancy his uſual 
Phyſician, who no ſooner came ard ſaw him but judged his caſe 
would prove dangerous, and therefore moved immediately that 
indeavours might be uſcd to procure his removal into ſome 
Chamber convenient for a perſon ſo dittempered. A perſon of 
Qualicy there preſent offered to go to the Sheriff with the Dr. 
in order thereuntoz they go- together to Sheriff IPharton > to 
whom they repreſent Mr. Thompſoxs condition,and requeſt that he 
might be madea priſoner in a fit room for a ſick man to lie in, and 
for his ſecurity they offer 500 1. Bond, that he ſhould be a true 
Priſoner to any ſuch room, that they ſhould have acceſs to him, 
and remand him at pleaſure 3 and that he ſhould not Preach in 
the mean time. The Sheriff is inclin'd to grant their deſire, 
but withall fignifies how fearful he was of incurring prejudice 
thereby, eſpecially from the Biſhop 3 who he ſaid kept a ftri& 
watchful eye upon them 3 however he faid he would do what he 
could the next morning to fulfil their deſire, They told him his 
| Caſe was dangerous and did admit of no delay, what could be 
done for his help muſt be done ſpeedily, and therefore they deſired 
his anſwer this night; whereupon they propounded to go to Sir 
Fohn Knight, and have his advice in the matter 3 the Sheriff 
liked it well, and was pleaſed to go with them; to whom when 
they had related the matter, declared his unwillingneſs to adviſe 
any thing, or to have any hand in his removal, fearing leſt their . 
granting his requeſt might be conſirued a fallacious imprifonment, 
and ſo might prove matter of great trouble and damage to the 
p Sheriffs, 
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Sheriffs, to whom they replicd that in caſe the account of. his ſick- 
neſs were fallacious, then might his rcmoval be efteemed a fallaci- | 
ous impriſonment; but if not, then no Charitable man could put 
that perverſc conſtruftion upon it 3 and in cafe they doubted that, 
'twas propounded that ſome Phyſician might be ſcnt to viſit him 
( in whom they could contide) and in cife he judged him in a 
condition fit for that place, that then he ſhould abide there till, 
Well! all they could fay availed nothing, all they could gain was, 
that in caſe the Biſhop would grant their deſire they would not 
oppole it, and therefore wiſhed them to go to the Biſhop about it : 
Thcy replicd, Sirs, you are the proper perſons for us to apply our 
ſelves unto, and therefore if you deny our requef}, *tis not to be 
expected that the Biſhop ſhonld grant it 3 neither ſhall we go to 
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t him about it who *tis probable will rejoyce to hear that he is (ick 
l in Goal, who he ſaid deſerved to ſtretch a Halter before he came 
” thither « Befides,they thought to go to him about the Goal would 
t be no lefs affront to the Sheriffs, than the Biſhop might account N 
- it for any to come to the Sheriffs about Governing the Church. 
f When all arguments proved fruitleſs, they deſiſt their motion, and 
. return to the poor ſick-man with the unwelcome tidings that their. 
) requeſt could not be granted. 

c How beit that the Biſhop may not ſcape ſcot-free in this matter. 
d alſo, Sir Fobn Knight was pleaſed the next day to go to him him- 
e ſelt about Mr. Thompſons.xemovalz. to whom he anſwered (. as 
« one of the Sheriffs reported )). that Mr. Thompſon was committed 
"" by the Law to the common Goal for ſix moneths, and that there 
, he ſhould abide, and in cafe the Sheriffs ſhould attempt his releaſe, 
(> they ſhould anſwer it at the Severity of the Law. Wcll! when his 
X removal was utterly hopeleſs,all means imaginable are uſed for his: 
E rccoyery> and the next day which was Satwrday his Dr. preſcribed 
's him a Vomit, which he judged the moſt rational means to prevent 
e the progreſs of his Fevcr,&the more neceſſary becauſe he knew him. 
d to have a foul ſtomach, had given him Vomits ofcen before, found. 
Ir him very much diſpoſed to Vomit, complaining of an exceſſive. 
ﬀ pain in his head 3 the Vomit wrought very well, giving him hve. 
n or fix Motions, as well as any that ever he took;,theretore *tis won- 
le der the keeper ſhould reflect upon that with cenſure as contribu-- 
ir M fing to his death; *cis much to bz admired how the keeper ſhould 


atzain ſo much Judgment in Phyfick , had there been any jult re-- 
fleaion or blame to have been made upon the Vomit. *Tis very, 
| a 7 ſixapge 
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ſtrange that all the three Phyſicians afterwards coming in to ad- 
viſe for his health, ſhould ſo unanimouſly approve of it : But nej- 
ther that nor 2ny thing elſe muſt prove available when God will 
contradict jr, - So *twas with him, for notwithſtanding all the 
means that could be uſed, his Fever grew upon kim daily till the 
fourth of March, when about Mid-night he gave up the Ghoſt to 


the great Lamentation of many in Briſfal ; as appeared by the ma- | 


ny tnournful Countenances, and weeping eyes of thoſe that atten« 
ded him to his funeral 3 which was the next day fſolemnized from 
New-gate, in the Church-yard of Philips, thoufands of. his friends 
accompanying his Corps to the Grave. 

Now,as to his aſage in the Goal, *tis acknowledged that he had 
the faireſt Room in the houſe, 2 good Feather-bed to lie on, the 


free accceſs of his friends, and as good entertainment as he could . 


havein that place z ſo that had not Mr. Hobſon ſworn it, I ſhould 
hardly have believed that any perſon ever reported that he was 
put in a Dungeon, denied necef[ary proviſions, forc'd to ſuck li- 
quor through a Tobacco-pipe, partly poiſon'd, and partly ſtarved 
to death, and this through the Biſhops order, and direQions: for 
till ] ſaw this Narrative I never heard of any ſuch report, and *tis 
much if *twere ſo.commonly diſcourſed and afiiimed as the paper 
aſſerts, that none ſhould hear it but themſelves. And by.my con- 
ſent if the authors of any ſuch lying, report can be produced, they 
ſhall be excommunicated the fellowſhip of Nonconformiſis for the 
time to come, and” turned over to the Communion of him that 
wrote the Preface to the Narrative 3 but I believe the report was 
raifed concerning ſome others, that were impriſoned upon. the 


point of Religion, and is only faſtened upon the Miniſters to in- 


& 


validatcit. | 

Now though it be utterly falſe if applyed to Mr. Thompſon, yet 
is there much truth ir it with reference to ſome others, com- 
mitted arbitrarily by Mr. Heller the Attorney. to Newgate (ſome- 
time after ) as being found at Conventicles, and refuſing to give 


their names; which Hcllier may eaſily be proved the Compoſer of - 


that Narrative, to which Mr. Hobſon (wore, 

To give light into this matter, *tis requiſite to give the Rea- 
der a particular account of it, as*twas given by the perſons con- 
cerned, which was thus: March 14th, Divers perſons were by Mr. 
Hellier committed to Newgate from ſeveral of the Meetings; ſome 
whereof were after ſome hours releaſed again upon Heliers Note 
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to the Keeper, others were kept priſoners for ſome days: the 
names of which were Moſes Facoc, Fobn Taylor, Robert Coleborn, 
and Roger Bagnal , who were, entertained after this manner 3 
When *twas about ſeven of the Clock at Night (after their 
Commitment ) the Keeper asked them what Lodgings they 
would have, they demanded a free Priſon z whereupon he 
brought them into the Weſthouſe, one of the worſt places in 
Newzate, where was a low, damp, earthen Floor, denying them 
Czndie and other neceſſary Refreſhments: for Roger Bagnal ha- 
ring two Candles and a bottle of Brandy fent him, to fortific 
them againſt the cold and dampneſs of the Hole, the Keeper kept 
away the Brandy from him, and one of the Candles, and after- 
wards the other alſo ; and when ſome of the Priſoners had at- 
ter that lent them a Candle to read a Chapter by, the Keeper 
came and took that allo away, leaving them all Night without 
firaw or any Bed to lie upon, ora Scat to fit on 3 had not the 
other Priſoners lent them a Fourm, and late it was the next Mor- 
ning before the Door was opened to let them out among the 
rett of the Priſoners. When one of the Debtors informed the 
Minifters in Priſon of the Jaylors unkindneſs to theſe men, he alfo 
was lockt up in that loathſome place for his pains. This ttory is 


very like to be the ground of the former Report, which the 
Keeper hath tranſlated to Mr. Thompſon: F< 


Now though the treating of Mr. Thompſon and the other Mini- 


fters was managed at a far better rate than this, yet hath he no - 


great cauſe to boaſt of his Chriftian tenderneſs exerciſed towards 
them, when he conſiders the excethive rates he makes:them pay 
tor their mean accommodations, their bare lodging coſting ſome 
of them Ten, the leaſt Seven ſhillings a week ,, which is far more 
than enough to pay for al} the kindneſs wherewith they were in 
dulged, and doubk to what his Predecefſors had done in. that 
place. And though *tis true Mr. Thompſon had the uſe of the faireſt 
Lodgings in the Goal, yet how much that very Room is annoyed 


with a moſt naity Jakes , multitudes. in this-City can ſufficiently - 


teſtifie, which if he himſelf be a competent Judg, did contribute 


much both to the beginning and encreaſe of his Diſtemper, which - 


he faid'to many Credible Witneſles. : 
Now to finiſh this Narrative, *twill'not be amiſs. to: give you 
an account of ſome of the laſt words of this Eminently pious'and 


Icarned Servant of the Lord, as they-were written from his. mouth: 


by his fellow-Priſoners. He 
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(14) 
_ Hedid dfcen moſt affectionately declare what: great delight he 
took in the Company of his fellow-Prifoners z- but faid he; as] 


was ſent hither fir(t, ſo IT ſhall be rejeaſed before you 3 as for thoſe 


who ſent:me hither and refuſed to remove me (naming the Bi- 
ſhop and ſome others ) though they have been barbarouſly cruel 
to me, yet do I from my heart forgive them : I ſhould be glad, 
(laid he) to meet them in Heaven who caſt me into Priſon, which 
is now like to be my death; the Lord work effectually upon them 


' by his free grace to bring them thither at laſt. 


Then he divincly diſcourſt how he had of late been conterapla+ 
ting what it was to cnjoy God ; and what a mighty Change 
death will make in a mornent upon a gracious Soul, which goes 
firſt into the hands of Angels, and by them into the immediate 
preſence of God. : 

I have ( ſaid he ) endeavoured to live the life of Faith, have 
been by grace preſerved from grols ſins, though not without ma- 
nifold intirmitics which have cauſed trouble. -But whatſoever 
breaches have been made on Sanditication , I have kept Faith at 
work for Juſtification, and that's my comfort ; there is nothing 
in the world, which I have valued in compariſon of Chriſt, and 
I have fixed my only hope on his Satisfaftion and Merits : though 
T have not enjoyed much full affurance, yet have I not been with- 
out Spiritual Refreſhments: | | 

- Apprehending the hour of his diſfolution near at hand, he 


_ calledfor his F ellow-priſoners, whom when'he oblerved to weep: 


bitterly on his behalf, ſaid, Sirs, I did not ſexd for you for this work, 
pray make my being here as comfortable as you can, that I may ſpeak,to, 
and for the Lord. | 

- Therefore tell me which is the ſhorteſt and -ſureſt way to know 
whether we are paſſed from death to life * Mr. Weeks replied, I 
will give you. the fame Anſwer-which. Mr. Bex ( your Father-in- 
Jaw ) gave me to the ſame Queſtion, He that hath the Son bath 
life : Hereupon this bleſſed departing Saint with a calm and com- 


-poſed Spirit ſaid , To have the Son is tn believe on bim, and Faith is 


areal willingneſs to receive an offer'd Chriſt upon offer'd terms \ now 
theſe terms are ſamewbere propounded in the holy Scriptures, there i 
a mr? general word of Promiſe, but the Sinner not looking on that 
as Security enough, takes bald of it for himſelf; takes Chriſt ous of 
the promiſe, and applies himt0 bis Soul, by wyich there comes to be 


a two-fold change, viz. Moral and Phyfical , thereby the Soul = | 
F , ' | | ob- 


NI T1 | 
bath title and meetneſs , by being brought into the Covenant, and 
having the divine Image impreſt upon him 2 all whicy is of Chriſts 
working. Now ( ſaid he ) by the free, admir3ble, and diſtinguiſhing 
grace of God, 1 have experienced both th:ſ:, And ſometimes after 
ſaid, The Bloud of Chriſt is of infinite value , enough to ſave all to 
whom *tis applied , but it ſhall ſzve none who apply it not by Faith. 
This I have ſpoken divers times 8n this City z and now Iam to preach 
a departure-Serm'n in this Priſon,------Whatſoever I did in Worſhip, 
Iam able to juſtifie, (as Toffered when I was before the Mayor : ) my 
work in Briltol was ſoon done ,, If any ſhould think that *twas bu- 
mour which brought me into this ſuffering, "tis ſtrange , *Tu an od4 
coceit that any man for bamour ſhould caſt himſelf into Priſon to 
di: there, God knows what uſe he will make of this Providence + The 
Lord be with my Brethren, and grant they may go ont of Priſon in 
health, and with enlarged bearts, that they may have time for hearts, 
and do more good. I know (aid he ) that God is able to raiſe me 
up, and I am willing to live l»nger, if he have any more work, for me 
todo: and as for my bonds , I bleſs God for them; and if I had 
known when I came in that I ſhould die here, I would have done no 
otherwiſe than I bave done. The time will come when I ſhall be 
freed from the aſperſion of Fattion.. | 

He ſhewed a more eſpecial care towards that Congregation to 
which he was related, in giving them ſerious Counſel in refe- 
rence to their choice of another Paltor, and no leſs weighty ad- 
vice did he give ſeveral Chriſtians when he took his ſolemn fare- 
well of them, adviſing them to cleave to God, his Truth, Ways, 
and Inſtitutions, to get into a condition ft to die. 

He dcfired ( drawing on to death _) that his Fellow-Priſoners 
would not forſake him: For *tis good (aid he, as once Mr. Knowls 
ſaid ) to die in good Company.” 

At length ( being ſpent ) while Mr. Weeks was by Prayer 
commending his Soul into the hand of Feſws Chriſt, he expired, 
which was March the 4th, about 12. of the Clock at night. 


Naw by this time: ( courteous Reader ) mayeſt thou be able 
to paſs a true Judgment upon the Briſtol-Narrative, and whether 
the cauſes therein alligned for Mr. Thompſons Death were real. or 
pretended only. = | 
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In obitum Domini Johannis Thompſon , qui 
pro Chriſto & ſub ipſitus Diplomate, poſt- 
quam Invidia & Sitientis malitiz rabiem pie 
ſuſtinuit, in Carcere q#z Briſtolie eft, feliciter ,,;,,1;,vg5: 
efflavit Animam, 4» Martii, 1674. 


V Hat Mortal cen the ſhock of Death defend, 
Vit bis ſhort breath beyond time's-reach extend ? 
All men their Birth-days and their Exits have ; 

Are born, and breath, then drop into the Grave ; 
Pant a few days, then fainting gasp and die , 
Moxulder ts Earth, and undiſtinguiſh'd lie. 

Mankind, in this reſpeft, no difference know 
Impartial Death to none do's favour ſhow : 

When, with exalted Light, the Morning Sun, 

Starts forth, and doth his haſty Progreſs Run, 

All feel the influence of his Genuine Rays, 

And ſuck the Vertue, that his heat Conveys : 

So Fate lops off the Sinner , with the Fult ; 

All, without form, lie blended in the Duſt : 

Where ( to our loſs) Dear Thompſon, lately fell 
And quitting life, do's now in filence dwell : 
Within the Bowels of Earth's gaſtly Womb, 

Link'a to the Sable Chambers of a Tomb: 

Not dead, but ſlumbring, with a watchful Ear, 

He longs the All-ſurprizing Trump to bear , 
When Heaven ſhall like a Parchment Scrole retire, 
And in the Arms of Rapid flames Expire : 

That bis refin'd Immortal Eyes may-ſee, 


Chriſt then inthron*d, aud of ble Army be: 
Thy worth, DEAR S AINT, was to the World unknown 1. 
And ripe, by Grace, for bliſs and Glory grown. 
ZEHOVAH call We therefore muſt ſubmit 
Hes Converſe for the firſt-bora Church was fit: 
But, to advantage his aſpiring flight, 
And more endear him to Immortal Light, 
| God 89 the Croſs bis yielding Boly gave, 
And hands him through a Priſon, to his grave : 
The Venom'd Laſhes of unchriſtian Rage, 
_ not bis attive Duty diſ-ingage ; 
Nor Blaſt the Solace of bis quiet mind, 
He dy'd in peace, though to a Fayl confin' d: 
Whilſ jt men reſolo'd he ſhonld a Pris ner be, 
And to cloſe bondage did his Life decree : > 
A Liberare iſſues from the Skze, 
And pives that freedom, which his foes deny : 
His juff *ring turns their fury into ſhame, 
And ſpreads the Odour of his preciow Name : 
Which will be fragrant Ointment in the duſt, 
Fhen cankred ( minds | ſhall in Oblivion ruſt, 
They that to N2wgates-(take the Pious draw, 
- Tranſcribe in bloud fierce BONNERS NR hw; 
When Innocence a Alnghter'd VICTIM lies, 
ng Souls leave Earth, and harbour in the Skies : 
Vyen floiting $ hipwracks of the Fuſt appear, 
W may with Dread impending Fudgments fear : 
Such . crying Omens for attention call, 
Remove the Pillars, and the Fabricks fall, 
Happy Corruption ! Center'd in the clay, 
Where no Informer c2# thy life betray : 
Thoſe Clergie-Zealots ſh:rtly muſt attend 
Their Change , and to the Glyomy-ſhades deſcend. 
I7hen their Wung'd Souls ſtand tip-toe to be gone, 
And can no mire their numbred days prolong : 
Will Death be H-ar'd by 4 Statute-Law ? 
"Or informations Death-hed terrors awe | 
No, ſurely no \, ſuch bated ſhifts are vain ; 
| Their Heart-bloods muſt the fatal Dagger ftain. 
Behold ! the Honour that <a Relids-have 3 
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His many friends tie New-gate to the Grave, 

Thouſands of Mournful looks make np the train, 

And from their Eye-lrds wet the ſtreets like Rain ; 

In ſlow , and trembling paces walking on, 

As if they all had to Sepnlchres gone : 

Pouring their Spirits out by filent Groans, 

Venting affedions in_ continual Moans ; 

With Sighs, and half-born words not wnderſtood : 

Whiljt every Eye-ball ſwclls into a flood 

Of briny-tears, and down each viſage Rouls. 

The pregnant Symptoms of ogr troubled Souls : 

Pale ſorrow creeps like Blood through all our parts, 

Hu chilPd our Vitals, and unhing*d our Hearts. 

Thus humane paſſions by croſs Engins move ; 

His Crown our loſs , his Toys onr Torments prove : 

Why do we mourn, and weep our Chriſtals dry-? 

IWhy do we ſend up Murmurs to the sky ? 

Deploring him that ſees his Saviour reign 

CHRIST was his Life, and is in Death his Gaix : | 
Snatch*d from the ſtorms of malice here below, | | ? 
To ſweet repoſe, where endleſs pleaſures flow ; 


And laſting comforts, from #h? — face, 


Darts perfeft gladneſs , through the ballowed place; 
Fil d with the praiſes of each Raviſht Saint, 

That never to a whiſpcring period faint ; 

But their Harmoniou Sonls with glory crown'd; 
Proclaim Gods Love, with an eternal ſound : 

And their ſeraphickh, Nvtes, concording ſweet, | 
Breath ALLELUF AHS , at their MAKERS feet : 
His fame alone the Heavenly Hoſt deſigns 

To ſing , who in abftrafied Glory ſhines, 

With an extended Everlaſting blaze : 

'Tis there BLEST THOMPSON, mult for ever gaze ;. 
Backing ,, and ſmiling in unbounded Foys, 

Where full Fruition , Faith and Hope deſtroys : 
LISTEN a-while , methinks bis voice is loud, 

With the new SONNETS of the -Heavenly crowd : 
The lofty meaſures of bis tongue? go High, 

And Thunder in that great Sokemnity ; 
All Praiſe and Glory: doth. to thee belong, 


: Vengeance ls thine, thou wilt, O. LORD , how long? 
Thus DEAREST THOMPSON, is imploy'd above, 
In the Eternal. work; of Praiſe and Lovg 
Freed from bis reſtleſs and laborious pains, 

Thoſe fix*'d Companions of his pious brains : 
What have aflitons then with him to do ? 
Why do's our Love his Soul with ſobs purſue ? 
Let us rejoyce upon bis burial-day : | 

Let us in gladneſs, our laſt kindneſs pay , 
And ( with ten Thouſand tears for Sacrifice ) 
Inſeribe this Motto where his body lies. 


Here ſleeps beneath the ſurface of this Pile, 
A true NATHANIEL, ſpotleſs, without guile. 


FINIS. 


